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municipality rapidly ignored our request and did not allow any access to the protocols,
but only at a later stage when formally requested to do so by a lawyer (attachment A).

This report was written thanks to the cooperation from a few council members who
handed us the protocols from their own privet archives.

Again we demand from the municipality of Ramat Gan to post the council protocols
at the municipal web-site as according to the law. Moreover, we recommend
broadcasting the meetings via the internet and save a copy of each meeting, and by
doing so to increase the council's public accountability.

Amir Harash Adi Tzidkiyahu, Adv.
Green Council watch teams director Ramat gan

32



issue of transportation was insufficiently covered by the council as well as the issue
of open spaces, which was barely discussed.

Nevertheless, the environmental commitment of a few council members stand out as
they acted with consideration for the environment and voted in favour of passing

environmental proposals.

Especially outstanding Councilor Israel Zinger (Likud), who suggested 20
proposals, raised 6 environmental enquiries and voted environmentally at 93% of the
votes. Furthermore he acted on issues such as radiation, skyscrapers, urban
planning, heritage preservation, public participation, accountability and so forth.

Other outstanding council members:

Councilor Carmel Shama (Likud) - Stood out for razing 5 agenda proposals, 2
environmental enquiries and voted environmentally at 67% of the votes. Shama
acted on issues including proposals for high rise constructions and noise and
radiation hazards.

Councilor Rami Fadlon (Tnufa)- raised 6 environmental agenda proposals
concerning public participation in the preparation of the Municipal Planning Scheme,
proposed high rise constructions and cellular antennas.

Councilor Eli Musari (Tnufa) - raised 4 environmental enquiries, proposed 4
agenda proposals and responded to municipal management.

Councilor Yehuda Segal (Shinui) - voted environmentally at 81% of the votes,
raised 1 environmental agenda proposal and 1enquiry.

Councilor Yehezkel Hamama (Likud) and Council member Tzvika Nir who

demonstrate tendencies to vote with environmental considerations.

We condense Ramat Gans municipality luck of cooperation with the writers of
this report. Although the meetings protocols should be on display for public review,
as well as posted at the municipal web-site by law, the
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The Ramat Gan Green Council Watch Report for the years 2004-2008 presents the
environmental behavior of elected Councilors. This report examines their actions
during the City Council meetings, including attendance record, voting pattern and
any environmental enquiries and proposals they are associated with. The report also

examines environmental behaviour beyond the Council meetings.

The report's main objectives are to increase the accountability of the local
government, encourage the elected officials to increase environmentally considerate
lawmaking, and; to serve as a practical tool for citizens, particularly when deciding
who to vote for at the upcoming local elections.

Primary Findings

Sixty two Council meetings that dealt with environmental matters/proposals were
reviewed. A majority of the proposals had never been discussed by the City Council.
This does not suggest that these issues are not handled by other municipal
institutions, but rather, that the City Council — which is supposed to represent and be
answerable to the public and shape municipal policy, is in fact not doing this,

because it is not promoting environmental issues properly.

Furthermore, it is noted that coalition considerations posses significant power within
the City Council. Coalition members vote cooperatively to exclude the proposals of
opposition members from meeting agendas. Considering that the majority of
environmental proposals that have been brought to the floor were submitted by
oppositions members could be a good reason as to why most of these proposals
have not been approved.

Moreover, behavior during meetings has been described as unprofessional and
beyond inappropriate with yelling, cursing and political campaigning wasting vast

swathes of meeting times.

Primary concerns raised as part of environmental proposals included were radiation

hazards, urban planning and local government accountability. The
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