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Introduction

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI) Tel Aviv-Yafo Region is leading
a range of community environmental projects that connect social justice with
environmental justice. SPNI Tel Aviv's work strategy is to deliver activities that promote
local leadership in the city so as to create, together with citizens, a city that is better and
healthier to live, work and play in.

The commencement of Green Council Watch activities in Hertzliya were met with full
cooperation of Hertzliya City Council — something that is not generally an automatic
achievement, and accordingly SPNI and the Green Council Watch express their
appreciation for this. With this in mind it can be seen that Hertzliya decision makers and
the Council alike place the environment high on their respective agendas. Accordingly
Hertzliya has made leaps and strides in improving environmental issues in recent years
— including the establishment of Hertzliya Park and battles over mobile phone antennae
to name a few. Locals have become witness to the fact that the environment is important
to the Council.

Nonetheless, Hertzliya continues to face significant environmental threats in coming
years. The future of the sea — the city's greatest environmental resource remains in the
balance. Hertzliya beaches continue to be gnawed away because of water current
changes as a result of the construction of the Marina, there is an urgent need for the
preservation of the coastal cliffs around Appolonia and the future of the coastal park in
the municipality's south is yet to be decided. Plans for construction on polluted soils
previously belonging to Israel Military Industries are still being promoted and the
question arises as to whether the health and wellbeing of Hertzliya residents will be at
risk as a result of any construction on this site. Hertzliya is signatory to Forum 15 — a
forum of municipalities banding together to fight air pollution and at present is required to
develop a strategic plan for the implementation of the Forum's initiatives. Transportation
in Hertzliya, like the rest of the Metropolitan Area still heavily favours private motor
vehicle use and in order to mitigate air pollution there is a dire need to promote a modal
preference for public transportation, bicycle travel and walkability.

Members of the Green Council Watch monitor the activities of the City Council and its
eighteen councilors who are charged with conceiving Hertzliya's policy directions and
agenda. A not-so insignificant amount of power to make a real difference for the quality
of life and environment in Hertzliya lies in the hands of these Councilors. Nevertheless,
in light of all the challenges that Hertzliya is expected to face, SPNI and the Green
Council Watch hope to see in the next term of Council noticeably more environmental
consideration on behalf of the Council and its councilors.

Anat Barkei-Nevo
Director of SPNI Tel Aviv-Yafo Region
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